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Break the Ice

Safaa Abu Rahma

In ancient times , learning foreign languages has been a rare merit available among
few number of people amid societies , but this status has greatly changed in our mod-
ern era . Nowadays to go out of your shell and build up a balanced personality , as well
as a successful career , you need a common means of communication that updates you
with all latest changes all over the world ; this means is an international language .
No doubt that English became the said language everyone seeks to master in order to
. manage himself when dealing with the outside world

To be precise , the need for this language varies from nation to another depending on
how much this nation contributes to the global knowledge including its all branches ,
since as far as nations can keep up with all sciences and technologies that continuously
being developed ,they can oblige others to contact with them by their own mother
tongue ( first language) . The contrary takes place at countries with low level of contri-
bution to the latest of the world knowledge , thus they found themselves bound to learn
advanced nation's languages to make advantage of their experience for the purpose of
. putting themselves on the track of being more existed on the map of great nations
Despite of all the importance above mentioned on going beyond the first language and
learning a commonly used second one, its notable that there is a sort of apprehension
when it comes to learning a foreign language . The reasons behind this apprehensions
varies from person to another , so this article is meant to mention some of them for
. the purpose of showing how easy it is to get them overwhelmed and move forward
Nothing could make of the easiest the most difficult like stereotypes for when some-
one believe of something based on previous generation's views , it takes him time to
release himself of those beliefs . And once these beliefs are taken as an assumptive
matter , he stops taking any practical steps towards developing himself thinking it's
all in vain . So , if you went to any of the Gaza Strip schools and asked the majority
of students how they think of English , the answer will be weather " we hate it ', or
" It's one of the most difficult school subjects ' . This conviction came to their minds
from what they hear of their families and friends . The least role an English teacher
can play in this regard is to specify five minutes each class for free talk with students
. to stimulate them to enrich their competency to share more

Another reason to be stated herein is the way English is taught at our schools in Gaza.
Generally due to the overcrowded English language curricula ,plus the densely packed
classrooms , teachers find themselves obliged to concentrate on explaining grammar
rules and working out long exercises instead of giving students equal opportunity to
produce language orally . It's well known that a language is a package of integrated
skills which are , ( Reading -writing -listening- speaking ) ; these skills are supposed
to be taught as one unit not separately because if students received them as isolated
. from one another , they won't be able to bring them together to make a full meaning
Under the tough circumstances our students learn, and since we can't make an instant
change in terms of big numbers of students and overcrowded classes and curricula ,
students shall take the lead to develop themselves and extend their activities beyond
what they learn at school . To do the foregoing , students must change the depressing
stereotypes on learning English or any foreign language and take it as fun from now
on . The most interesting merit about learning a language is that it's not based on high
level of intelligence such as Mathematics and not based on memorization like history
for instance , but it's more related to continual effort of practicing its skills whenever
possible . More importantly , the good practice doesn't mean exerting a huge sporadic
. effort because continuity is what makes a real difference

Start thinking of English language as a game consists of scattering parts and you're
responsible for bringing them together, and never follow up the traditional method of
memorizing words by taking them out of dictionary because you'll end up with noth-
ing in terms of speaking the language . So that , the best is to get words and grammati-
cal structures through reading whole passages or listening to native speakers via TV
orradio . And always put into your account holding a small notebook in order to write
. down whatever new language segment you come across

The oral part of practicing the language is the most feared by learners , so as far as you
speak and read loudly , you will break the ice and be a better speaker . Never ever be
shy of those making mockery of your mistakes ,for no one could learn without com-
mitting errors . And never forget that your ability to speak the language confidently is
the engine which will keep it alive . Moreover , never think that you got enough since
at the moment you will think so , your ability will start shrinking day by day . To sum
up , remember always that when you're acquiring a second or a third language , you're
. having fun and building your future career as well
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